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perfect fire
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Durham and District Fire Chief lan Graham carefully watches over a controlled burn in Egremont, carrying a fire
extinguisher while Jim Eccles lights another bush area.

Controlled burn prepares area
woodlot for new, faster growth

BY DON CROSBY
Sun Times correspondent

It was a perfect fire that did every-
thing it was supposed to do clearing
out dead and diseased trees and
preparing a nutrient-enriched environ-
ment for new growth.

“It’s like a farmer putting fertilizer on
his fields,” said fire boss Fed Bruin of
Wiarton, an international consultant
and leading proponent of prescribed
fives.

The controlled burn was done Mon-
day afternoon to clear what was left of
red and white pine trees that had been
badly infected with limestone sclerosis
at Lot 11 Con. 7 of the former Egre-
mont Township.

Owner Jeff Mylrea had clear cut
most of the standing trees on the 12-
acre woodlot in the spring and
arranged to rid the land of dead and
diseased timbers and prepare the site
for replanting through a prescribed
burn.

Bruin teamed up with Jim Eccles of
Lands and Forest Consulting, the com-
pany that successfully carried out pre-
scribed burns to help restore endan-
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gered savannah lands in Toronto’s
High Park in the spring.

Several months of preparation for
Monday’s burn involved piling the
dried tops from the trees that were cut
toward the centre of the site.

Weather conditions were monitored
and Monday was chosen because of
the right wind conditions and because
it was dry enough to allow the fire to
progress unhindered.

There was also enough moisture in
the ground to keep the fire from
scorching the soil or getting out of con-
trol, Bruin said.

A clearing was bulldozed around the
burn area to separate it from the near-
by healthy bush. The 10 or so firefight-
ers stationed around the perimeter
with fire suppression equipment were
not neécessary:

The only eyidence of a fire to neigh-
bours was the large plume of grey
smoke visible for several miles.

The months of careful preparation
and planning paid off with a fire that
went without a hitch, said Eccles who

sees the controlled burn as a way of
letting nature return to its own way of
doing things. He said many species
need fire to promote new generation
and man’s effort at controlling and
suppressing fires has kept many of
those processes from happening.

“They discovered there were many
more species of grasses returned in the
High Park area after the burn than
they expected,” Eecles said.

Bruin said burning will effectively
clear the woodlot and increase the
area for the new seedlings. Release of
nitrogen from the burned logs will in-
crease the productivity of the new
woodlot, bringing the young trees to
maturity 20 per cent earlier than with-
out a burn.

Mylrea said he was pleased with the
results of the burn and especially at
how smoothly it went. He expects
planting of white pine, eastern larch
and some red oak to begin within two
weeks.

Bruin was so confident of the out-
come of the fire that he brought his
supper with him, wrapped in alu-
minum foil and cooked it over smoul-
dering embers.



















